ORDINANCE NO. 22-512

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 1 CHAPTER 9 OF THE MOUNT CARMEL
MUNICIPAL CODE BY AMENDING SECTION1-710 ENTITLED “ETHICS COMPLAINTS"

WHEREAS, the Town of Mount Carmel's town attorney serves as its ethics officer for purposes of
administering the Town's Code of Ethics as codified in Title 1, Chapter 7 of the municipal code; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Mount Carmel has been presented with a rash of “ethics complaints"
which purport to implicate the town attorney, hampering the town attorney's ability to adjudicate those
complaints; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Mount Carmel has been, and will continue to be, forced to expend
considerable sums of money hiring outside counsel to investigate and adjudicate these purported ethics
complaints,” and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Supreme Court oversees, regulates, and administers punishment with
respect to the ethical conduct of attorneys in the State of Tennessee in accordance with Supreme Court
Rule 8; and

WHEREAS, it is thereby inefficient and duplicative for the town attorney to be subject to competing
ethical standards; and ‘

WHEREAS, the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Mount Carmel has deemed it
advisable to amend Title 1 Chapter 7 of the Mount Carmel Municipal Code to correct this issue.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF THE
TOWN OF MOUNT CARMEL, TENNESSEE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 1-710 is hereby amended by deleting the first sentence in paragraph (2)(c) in its
entirety, and substituting in its place the following:

"When a complaint of a violation of any provision of this chapter is lodged against a member of the
town's board of mayor and aldermen, employee, or city attorney, the board of mayor and aldermen
shall either determine that the complaint has merit, determine that the complaint does not have
merit, or determine that the complaint has sufficient merit to warrant further investigation.”

Section 2. If any provision within this Ordinance is found to be in conflict with prior Ordinances, the
contents of this Ordinance shall be deemed to control

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect upon passage, the law requiring it.
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Alderman Mindy Fleishour

Alderman John Gibson

Alderman Jim Gilliam

Alderman Steven McLain

Alderman Darby Patrick

Vice-Mayor Tresa Mawk

Mayor Pat Stilwell
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